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New Dutch-German airspace structure 
Airlines to benefit from shorter flight routes 
 

Since 11 March 2010, a new airspace structure has been implemented in the Dutch-German 

border area. The project, called AMRUFRA (Amsterdam-Ruhr-Frankfurt), will improve the main 

traffic flows in the airspace between Frankfurt and Amsterdam. It includes the Amsterdam East 

sector, the EUROCONTROL Ruhr sector, controlled by the four-State Upper Area Control Centre 

(UAC) in Maastricht, and several sectors of the Langen Control Centre located near Frankfurt. 

The airspace in the Dutch-German border area has always been regarded as one of the most 

complex airspaces worldwide. It accommodates flights from the southeast inbound to Amsterdam 

and in the opposite direction outbound from Amsterdam. Besides these flights, Frankfurt arrivals 

and departures from/to the northwest, such as transatlantic flights, also cross this area. In addition, 

there is military air traffic, arrivals and departures to and from Brussels as well as transit flights to 

and from other major European cities. The continuous traffic growth in recent decades, with an 

increasing amount of flights taking off and landing at the large airports of Düsseldorf and Cologne, 

has significantly added to the complexity of this airspace. Airlines often experienced delays and re-

routings as a result of the congestion, which costs time and money. 

 

In 2006, experts from the Netherlands air navigation service provider LVNL (Luchtverkeersleiding 

Nederland), DFS Deutsche Flugsicherung GmbH, the UAC Maastricht, the Royal Netherlands Air 

Force (RNLAF) and the German Airforce (GAF) joined to find a solution to the problem. The 

objective was to enhance capacity in this busy and complex airspace by separating the individual 

traffic flows. This required the cooperation and mutual consent of all the civil and military parties 

concerned. Different scenarios were tested in simulations, several air traffic control sectors had to 

be restructured, air traffic controllers were trained for the new structure and had to acquire new 

sector licences.  

 



 

 

 

AMRUFRA is expected to create an increase of capacity of 15 percent, sufficient up to at least 

2015. Airlines will benefit financially from the airspace restructuring owing to shorter routes and 

improved punctuality. Lower fuel consumption will also lead to a reduction in aircraft emissions. 

 

AMRUFRA is the first cross-border project fully implemented under the umbrella of FABEC, the 

Functional Airspace Block Europe Central. FABEC brings together the six States of Belgium, 

France, Germany, Luxembourg, the Netherlands and Switzerland, their civil and military air 

navigation service providers as well as EUROCONTROL's four-State air traffic control centre in 

Maastricht. 55 % of all European traffic takes place in the FABEC area. 

 

 

For more information visit our booth (Hall 11, Stand H 320) or contact: 

 

FAB Europe Central 
Roland Beran, 
Chairman Communication  
+49 6103 707 4190 
+49 171 21 39 896 
roland.beran@fab-europe-central.eu 
 
DFS Deutsche Flugsicherung GmbH 
Kristina Kelek, +49 6103 707 4161 
Ute Otterbein, +49 6103 707 4162 
info@dfs.de 
 
 
LVNL, the Netherlands 
Marjolein Wenting, +31 20 406 2178 
communications@lvnl.nl  
 
 
MUAC, Eurocontrol/Maastricht Upper Area Control Centre 
Mireille Roman, 
+31 43 366 1352 
masuac.info@eurocontrol.int  
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